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MONTGOMERY TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
 

Lea Wall (Term 2) July 22, 2018 – July 21, 2020 
Christiansburg Hotel representative  
Holiday Inn- NRV Mall  
99 Bradley Drive  
Christiansburg, VA 24073  
Tel: 540-381-8100  
Lea@Christiansburgholiday.com 
 
Connie Hale (Term 5) Aug. 28, 2018 – Aug. 27, 2020  
MTDC Chairperson   
Riner Restaurant Representative  
Buffalo & More  
4041 Riner Road  
Riner, VA 24149  
Tel: 540-381-9764  
Cell: 540-230-4151 
Con.con@verizon.net  
 
Luke Brugh (Term 1) September 22, 2018 – September 21, 2020 
MTDC Vice Chairperson  
Christiansburg Restaurant Representative  
Brugh Coffee Company 
407 Roanoke Street  
Christiansburg, VA 24073  
Tel: 540-320-9352 
luke@brughcoffee.com   
 
Tom Norman (Term 4) December 8, 2017- December 7, 2019 
Blacksburg Hotel Representative  
Courtyard by Marriott  
105 Southpark Drive  
Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Tel: 540-552-5222  
cy.roabl.gm@marriott.com   
 
Gabe Minnich (No expiration) October 26, 2016 
Virginia Tech Representative (ex-officio non-voting member)  
Virginia Tech Campus Visit Experience Manager  
Visitor & Undergraduate Admissions Center, Virginia Tech  
925 Prices Fork Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24061  
Tel: 540-231-8703  
gminnich@vt.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lea@Christiansburgholiday.com
mailto:Con.con@verizon.net
mailto:luke@brughcoffee.com
mailto:cy.roabl.gm@marriott.com
mailto:gminnich@vt.edu


Revised on February 7, 2019 
 

Tess Obiso (Term 1) February 22, 2018- February 21, 2020     
Blacksburg Restaurant Representative                                     
WhiteBarrel Winery & Tapas Bar  
301 S. Main Street 
Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Tel: 540-382-7619 ext. 3  
tess@whitebarrel.com   
 
Jason Dowdy (Term 3) January 11, 2018- January 10, 2019 
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce Representative  
Milestone Development LLC 
Owner 
2659 Roanoke Street 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 
Tel: 540-314-5535 
jason.dowdy@marriott.com       
 
Lauren Colliver (Term 1) January 9, 2018- January 8, 2020 
Blacksburg Town Council Representative   
2101 Walnut Drive   
Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Tel: 540-315-7419 
lcolliver@blacksburg.gov     
 
Sam Bishop (Term 3) February 22, 2018- February 21, 2020  Steve Huppert (Secondary to Mr. Bishop) 
Christiansburg Town Council Representative      shuppert@christiansburg.org   
100 East Main Street 
Christiansburg, VA 24073  
Tel: 540-382-6128   
sbishop@christiansburg.org   
 
Sara Bohn (Term 1) January 29, 2019 – December 19, 2020 
Board of Supervisors Representative  
2360 Woodland Hills Drive 
Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Tel: 540-632-3303 
bohnsr@montgomerycountyva.gov   
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TERM OF OFFICE: 2 Years (Except the Chamber of Commerce representative appointment will be an annual 
appointment)  
LEGAL MANDATE: Local  
TERM LIMITS: No  
NUMBER OF MEMBERS: 9 + 1 non-voting member.  
1 member of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) (appointed by the BoS)  
1 member of the Blacksburg Town Council (appointed by Council)  
1 member of the Christiansburg Town Council (appointed by Council)  
1 member of Chamber of Commerce (appointed by Chamber of Commerce)  
1 member from Virginia Tech from university relations office or the tourism/hospitality  
Department (ex-officio non-voting member) (recommended by Virginia Tech)  
5 members who are owners, operators, or employees from local hotels, restaurants, and attractions (appointed jointly 
by the County and two Towns).  
The initial term for three of the committee appointees and the BoS representative is for one year to ensure that all 
terms do not expire at the same time.  
COMPENSATION: None  
PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING: Yes  
MEETING SCHEDULE: 4th Thursday, bimonthly at 8 a.m. Meetings to be held at various locations, to be determined by 
the MTDC.  
JOB DESCRIPTION: Established pursuant to an agreement between the County and the Towns of Christiansburg and 
Blacksburg as an advisory council to provide guidance to the Montgomery Tourism Operating Board and tourism staff in 
the development and implementation of an ongoing tourism program, and assist with the elements and components 
required to maintain the tourism program, such as an accredited tourism community, a current tourism marketing plan, 
community profile, and other related requirements.  
 
BoS and two Town Councils appoint through recommendations. 


