
 

 

 
August 3, 2026 
 
Montgomery County Planning & GIS Services 
Attn: Brea Hopkins, Director of Planning & GIS Services 
755 Roanoke Street, Suite 2A 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 
 
 
 
RE: Application for Unified Special Use Permit (SUP) Amendment and Consolidation 
Applicant: Alta Mons, Inc. 
Property Location: 2842 Crockett Springs Rd, Shawsville, VA 24162 
Current Zoning: Agricultural District (A-1) 
 
 
 
Dear Brea, 
 
This letter of application is formally submitted on behalf of the applicant, Alta Mons, Inc., which 
serves as the outdoor ministry of the Valley Ridge District of the United Methodist Church. The 
applicant is requesting a consolidated and updated Special Use Permit (SUP) for its established 
campground and retreat center facility located in the Shawsville, Virginia area, near the Floyd County 
boundary. 

Purpose of Request 

The campground operates within the Agricultural District (A-1) by Special Use Permit approval. The 
existing operations are currently governed by two Special Use Permits which were approved in 1976 
and 1987. Over the past fifty years, the camp’s physical layout has evolved to meet the needs of its 
attendees. Various new structures, utility improvements, and recreational features have been 
constructed on the site since the original approvals were granted.   

To resolve this compliance issue, the applicant proposes to consolidate these separate, historical 
permits into one updated Special Use Permit to cover all participating properties, accurately reflecting 
the modern, existing layout of the camp.  

Included ProperƟes 

The following table briefly describes the properties included in the request. Please note the acreages 
provided are approximate:  



 

 

Properties Included in Application 

Parcel ID Acreage Zoning Existing Use 

071198 326.551 A1 Campground 
003055 378.000 A1 Campground 
020539 65.167 A1 Campground 

 

The parcel (070601) with the United Methodist Church on it has been deliberately excluded from this 
application. 

ExisƟng CondiƟons 

The subject properties encompass the entirety of Bishop Hollow, extending up to the South Fork of 
the Roanoke River, with Purgatory Creek running through the hollow from above the camp down to 
the river. The existing conditions on the property, which are further detailed on the attached site map, 
include the following operational facilities and improvements:   

 Lodging and Assemblies: The Burrows Retreat Center, four small retreat buildings, and 
three distinct clusters of cabins for campers. A central dining hall and several instructional 
huts and pavilions are used for camper educational programs.   

 Administration and Maintenance: A camp office, a staff cabin, storage facilities, several 
retreat houses, various camp shelters, a few bathroom facilities, laundry facilities, and a 
specialized adventure cabin.   

 Recreational Infrastructure: An outdoor swimming pool, a large central pavilion, an 
archery field with associated safety structures, a zip line area, and two ropes courses—
consisting of a low ropes course near the Burrow Retreat Center (upper camp) and a high 
ropes course behind the office building (lower camp).   

 Access and Roadways: The interior circulation of the campground consists primarily of 
well-maintained gravel and dirt roads. However, the segment of the camp road extending from 
Allegheny Springs Road to the parking area for the Stiles Falls Trailhead is paved with asphalt 
to control erosion and facilitate public traffic.   

 Seasonal Camping: On the north side of Allegheny Springs Road, positioned between the 
roadway and the South Fork of the Roanoke River, the applicant operates 13 RV campsites 
available from mid-April to October 31. To ensure proper environmental sanitation, this area 
is supported by a dedicated sanitary RV dump station and a consolidated dumpster facility. 
Three wells, including two chlorinated, serve this site.  

 Wetlands: The campground boundaries include identified wetland areas where Purgatory 
Creek confluences with the South Fork of the Roanoke River. While a small number of low-
impact RV and tent campsites are located near this zone for seasonal camping, no permanent 



 

 

structures are proposed within the wetlands or their immediate buffers. The applicant 
remains committed to preserving the local riparian ecology and hydrology.   

 Utilities: The campground relies on self-contained, on-site utility infrastructure engineered 
to support the seasonal and year-round operational demands of the facility: 

o Water: The facility utilizes groundwater to meet all drinking water requirements. This 
water is pulled from the historic Crockett Springs located directly on the property. 

o Sanitary Sewer: The site's sanitary sewer infrastructure is served by multiple 
independent septic tanks distributed throughout the property. These systems conform 
fully to the standards established by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). 

 Stiles Falls: The applicant owns the scenic Stiles Falls located just across the county line in 
Floyd County. They maintain an established hiking trail leading to the falls which runs 
through Montgomery County. The applicant continues their historical practice of keeping this 
trail open to the public during the off-season of the primary summer camp period.   

Future Development 

The applicant is seeking approval for future development at the camp. The following future facilities 
are proposed at the camp:   

 Three (3) cabins, to be constructed in the area across the road from the Willie Jack Cabin 
and the Staff House.  

 A multi-purpose building, to be built in the general area of the existing Cedar View and 
Mountain View Cabins.  

 Yurts, to be erected in the general area of “the Hut” and the archery facility.  

The timeline and future date of the construction of these facilities are undetermined at this time. 
When the opportune time arrives, the applicant is committed to obtaining all necessary permits prior 
to construction. 
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
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Alleghany

Springs Rd

The Wetland

Adventure Cabin

Pearman Retreat House

Hogan Cabins

Burrows Retreat Center

Dining Hall

Craft Hut

Elementary Cabins

Bath House

Staff House

Rustic Cabins

Nature Hut

Pool Mountain View

Cedar View
Shop

Office

RV Shelter

Bath House

Crocket Springs UMC
The Hut

Archery

RV Shelter

Pavillion

Storage Facility

Carter Cottage

Riverside RV Sites

Wetlands RV Sites

Tent Sites

Willie Jack Cabin

Shelter 2

Shelter 1

Future Cabins

Future Yurt Area

Future Multipurpose Center
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