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Governor McAuliffe Urges Citizens to  

Prepare for Hurricane Season 
Get ready and save money during the  

May 25-31 Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday 
  
RICHMOND, Va. – Virginians are at risk for the damaging effects of coastal and inland tropical storm systems 
and widespread flooding. To emphasize the importance of preparing for hurricane season, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe has recognized May 25-31 as Hurricane and Flooding Preparedness Week. 

  
“As another hurricane seasons brings the risk of loss of life and property to Virginia, it is critical that we 
prepare to keep ourselves and our communities safe,” said Gov. McAuliffe. “As we saw in years past storms 
like Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee, these storms can result in tragic deaths and 
tremendous damage to homes and businesses. I hope every Virginian will take action and make use of the 
Hurricane Preparedness Tax Holiday to get ready for the storms that we know will come our way this year.” 

Individuals and families should have an emergency kit of supplies, starting with three days’ of bottled water and 
non-perishable food; a battery-powered and/or hand-crank radio with extra batteries to hear emergency 
information. Other items to include are flashlights and extra batteries, a first aid kit and an extra supply of 
prescription medicines. A written family emergency plan is important as well. For more information on making 
a family plan and putting together an emergency supply kit, go to www.ReadyVirginia.gov. 

“It’s very common here in Virginia to have flooding during hurricane season. If your homeowner’s insurance 
policy doesn’t include flood insurance, talk to your agent now about adding it,” said Jeff Stern, state coordinator 
of emergency management. “You don’t have to live in a high risk area for flooding to affect you, and flood 
insurance is the best protection for your home and belongings.” 
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Just an inch of water in a small home can lead to more than $10,000 in losses; two inches of water in a mid-size 
home could cost $21,000 in damage and property loss.  Renters and business owners also can get flood 
insurance.  Typically, there’s a 30-day waiting period from the date of purchase before your policy goes into 
effect. See www.floodsmart.gov for details. 

The governor’s proclamation of May 25-31 as Hurricane and Flooding Preparedness Week coincides with 
National Hurricane Preparedness Week, sponsored by the National Weather Service. 

“The prediction of a below normal hurricane season should not be taken to mean Virginia won't be impacted 
this year,” said Bill Sammler, NWS warning coordination meteorologist. “Let’s all remember that it only takes 
one storm to cause severe damage and even loss of life.  Everyone should get ready now for this hurricane 
season.” 

Virginia offers an annual Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday every May 25-31 that provides people with 
an opportunity to buy emergency equipment and supplies tax-free. All Virginia retailers participate in the 
holiday.  For more on the sales tax holiday, including a list of tax-exempt items, see www.vaemergency.gov. 

In late August 2011, Hurricane Irene left millions of dollars in property damage in central Virginia and on the 
peninsulas and caused the second-highest level of power outages in Virginia history, affecting about 2.5 million 
people. The storm also brought the fourth-highest level of storm surge in Virginia history and heavy rainfall that 
fell as far west as Interstate 81, measuring 15 inches in some locations. In early September 2011, flash flooding 
from the remnants of Tropical Storm Lee displaced hundreds of residents from destroyed and heavily damaged 
homes and caused widespread damage to public property. 
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    Ice packs 
artificial ice, 

blue ice, 
reusable ice 

   Batteries 
AAA, AA, C & D 

6-&9-volt, cell 
(excludes auto/boat)

    Flashlights 
lanterns, 

glow sticks 
(excludes candles)

   First Aid Kits !     Two-Way  
Radios 

   Fire 
Extinguisher 

Portable generators, generator power 
cords, inverters & inverter power cables  
for $1,000 or less are also tax-free. !

Gas-powered chainsaws for $350 or less and 
chainsaw accessories for $60 or less also qualify. !$

  Smoke 
Detectors 

& carbon monoxide 
detectors 

   Ratchet 
Straps 

   Fuel 
Containers 

gas, propane or 
diesel 

   Non-Electric 
Food Storage 

Coolers 

The Virginia Department of Taxation’s Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday Guidelines  
and Rules are available online at go.usa.gov/TmGR. !
For detailed information about how to prepare your family for hurricanes and other 
emergencies, visit www.ReadyVirginia.gov.

   Bottled Water 
any size & number, 
including flavored  

& carbonated

   NOAA 
Weather Radios 

& weather band radios 

   Cell Phone 
Chargers 

     Tarps 
waterproof plastic 

sheeting & drop cloths

     Buckets 
barrels, canteens, 

coolers

     Storm Shutters 
specific for storms, 
excludes plywood

www.ReadyVirginia.gov

     Ground 
Anchor Systems 
or tie down kits

   Fire 
Extinguishers 

   Duct 
Tape

    Radios 
battery-powered, 

hand-crank  
& electric

+-

+-

    Rope 
& bungee  

cords

   Manual 
Can Openers 
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